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Subscription Databases and Types of Publications

What is an index? Have you used an index in the back of a book? How does this relate to library (subscription) databases?

Databases are searchable, electronic indexes of literature.

· “Literature” includes:


· Book reviews
· Book chapters

· Dissertations/theses

· Journal Articles
· Magazine Articles

· Newspaper Articles

Describe the differences and similarities between these types of publications:

Why is it useful to use journal articles? How are journals different from other types of publications?
Have you used any library (subscription) databases before? If so, what databases have you used in the past? What did you use them for?

Using the library web page, click on the link to “Articles & eResources.” Select any letter (A through Z) that has at least three databases under that letter. Select three databases and discuss the following for each database:
· Name of the database

· Subjects covered in the database

· Ease of use

· Availability of full text

· Types of publications indexed
What is your major or potential major?
What is one of the most highly recommended databases for your major? (Hint: Under “Articles & eResources” click on your major under “eResources by Subject” on the left side of the page)
Search this database for a topic of your choice. Discuss what you like and don’t like about the database and why it might be useful for research in your major. 
Why might it be useful to search more than one database?
Based on what has been previously discussed in class, why do databases exist? Why isn’t everything freely available on the web? What is the library’s role in providing access to databases? 
In general, why are students reluctant to use library databases? Why do students seemingly shy away from these resources and in turn rely on Google? What can libraries do to help with this? What can instructors do to help with this?
