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Authors.
In reference lists, use the author’s surname followed by initials without periods. In
listed references, the names of all authors should be given unless there are more than 6,
in which case the names of the first 3 authors are used followed by “et al.” Note: The
guidelines in Citing Medicine 5 do not limit the number of authors listed in a MEDLINE/
PubMed citation record, but, for space considerations, many journals truncate the list of
authors’ names in references and online bylines (but often with the ability to expand to
view the full list).
Note spacing and punctuation. Do not use and between names. Roman numerals and
abbreviations for Junior (Jr) and Senior (Sr) follow authors’ initials. Note: Although NLM
uses “2nd,” “3rd,” and “4th,” the JAMA Network journals prefer II, III, and IV, unless the
author prefers arabic numerals.
1 Author

Doe JF.

2 Authors

Doe JF, Roe JP III.
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Authors.
6 Authors

Doe JF, Roe JP III, Coe RT Jr, Loe JT Sr, Poe EA, van Voe AE.

>6 Authors

Doe JF, Roe JP III, Coe RT Jr, et al.

1 Author for or and a
group

Doe JF; Laser ROP Study Group.

>6 Authors for or and a
group

Doe JF, Roe JP III, Coe RT Jr, et al; Laser ROP Study Group.

Group

Laser ROP Study Group.

When mentioned in the text, only surnames of authors are used. For a 2-author reference,
list both surnames; for references with more than 2 authors or authors and a group,
include the first author’s surname followed by “et al,” “and coauthors,” or “and
colleagues.”
Doe7 reported on the survey.
Doe and Roe8 reported on the survey.
Doe et al9 reported on the survey.
Note: Do not use the possessive form et al’s; rephrase the sentence.
“Doe et al’s9 data support our findings.” should be changed to “The data in the study by
Doe et al9 support our findings.”
In shorter nonresearch and nonclinical articles (eg, opinion pieces, book reviews,
historical features, letters to the editor), the author’s first name or honorific may be used
at first mention:
We agree with Dr Tayeb that the prevalence of domestic violence is difficult to
determine.
In Growing Up Fast, Joanna Lipper profiles 6 teenaged mothers living in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, at the turn of the 21st century.
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