
CINAHL Plus with Full Text – Just the Basics 

 

While this tutorial will cover just the basics, note that our CINAHL search interface defaults to what is 

known as the Advanced Search Mode.  So when you first access CINAHL, your screen should look like 

this.  If it looks like this, you are in the Basic Search Mode and you’ll want to switch to the Advanced 

Search Mode by clicking on the Advanced Search Link, located under the text box. 

Today we’ll be searching for journal articles about how to prevent urinary tract infection in patients with 

catheters.  To perform an effective search in a database, you only need to type the key words from your 

query into the text boxes.  Complete sentences are not required, and in fact, using complete sentences 

will likely result in worse search results than if you just use key words. 

So, rather than typing, “How do I prevent urinary tract infection in patients with catheters,” in the first 

box I’m going to enter the key word prevent.   

In the second box I’ll type urinary tract infection.   

Notice that as I type, the auto-complete feature offers suggestions for key words.  You can continue 

typing your own key words, or click on one of the suggestions.  For example, as I type Urinary Tract 

Infection, I am offered the choice of urinary tract infection prevention.  If I choose that, then I wouldn’t 

need the word prevent in the first box. 

And as I type catheters in the third box, I am offered the choice of catheter associated urinary tract 

infections.  If I choose that, then I wouldn’t need the words Urinary Tract Infection in the second box, 

but I would want to make sure that I go back and include the word prevent in another box.  Just be 

aware, that you will get different results, depending on whether you enter the words yourself or choose 

the autocomplete suggestions.  So you might want to try your search several different ways, to see 

which combination of words gives you the best results. 

Notice that these three text boxes are connected by the word AND.  That means that our results will 

contain the words in all three boxes.  The more search terms you have, the narrower the search results 

become. 

If you want to add boxes for additional search terms, simply click on this plus sign. 

When you’ve finished typing in your search terms, click on the search button. 

This is your list of search results, with filters and limiters on the left side of the page. 

Under the citation information for each article you will see a link.  That link will be PDF Full Text, HTML 

Full Text, or Get it From UNCW. 

Clicking on the PDF or HTML Full Text Link takes you directly to the full text of the article, either in PDF 

or HTML format. 

In a PDF document, if I move my cursor to the upper right corner, a print icon appears.  There is another 

print icon here along the right edge of the page.  There are some other icons here as well.  If you hover 

your mouse over these icons, you will get a brief description of their functions.  I will discuss these in 

more detail in the Advanced Searching Tutorial. 



As I go back to the search results list, I want to point out that a PDF or HTML full text link means that 

that article is immediately available in full-text through CINAHL. 

The Get it From UNCW link indicates that an article has been indexed in CINAHL, but CINAHL does not 

have the licensing rights for the full-text.  So we will try to connect you to the full-text of that article in 

as few mouse clicks as possible. 

For example, Clicking on the Get it From UNCW link for this article takes us to the full text of the article, 

which is in the ScienceDirect database. 

However, we do not have access to every article that’s ever been published.  So if an article is not 

available through one of our databases, clicking on the Get It From UNCW link will take you to this page. 

This page indicates that the full text of the article is not in any of our electronic journal databases.  

However, you can still get a copy of the article at no charge.  Clicking on the link, Request through 

UNCW Interlibrary Loan connects you to the Interlibrary Loan login page.  If you have never used 

Interlibrary Loan before, click where it says, First Time Users Register Here.  You will be asked to enter 

some basic contact information.  If you already have an Interlibrary Loan account, enter your username 

and password in the login boxes.  You will then see the Article Request form which has already been 

populated for you.  Scroll down and click the Submit Request button, and you will receive the article via 

e-mail.  Please allow 3 to 5 business days. 

Those are the basics of searching for articles using CINAHL.  To learn about more advanced search 

techniques, please return to the page where you saw this video link, and click on the link for Advanced 

Search Techniques Using CINAHL.  

 


