
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) – Literature Search in Ovid 

Hello.  I’m John Osinski, the Nursing Librarian for Randall Library.  This tutorial has been created to 

demonstrate how to do a literature search using a database from the library’s nursing subject guide.  

Since each database is slightly different, and since you may not find everything you need in one 

database, I’ve created a total of 4 tutorials, each one recreating the same search in 4 different 

databases.  I’ll be using a topic that would typically be assigned in the DNP program.  That is, find 

literature on evidence based interventions for anxiety.  We’ll be starting from the library’s nursing 

subject guide which is located at https://library.uncw.edu/guides/nursing.  Don’t worry, this link will be 

repeated at the end of the video.  So let’s get started. 

This is the library nursing subject guide.  I created this page to put nursing and health science related 

resources together in one place.  We will be using databases located in the center column.  This tutorial 

will focus on the Ovid Nursing Database.  This is from a company called Wolters Kluwer. 

Click on the link for the Ovid Nursing Database and you will be asked to authenticate using your UNCW 

e-mail login and password.  Next, you may see this Ovid interface screen which asks you to Select a 

Resource to Search.  Click on the hyperlink for Ovid Nursing Database.  When opened, the Ovid Nursing 

Database gives you the option of several search modes.  In my case it opened in the Advanced Search 

Mode, which looks like this, and has the Map Term to Subject Heading box checked.  For our search, we 

want to be in the Multi-Field Search mode.  So I’ll simply click on this link to switch over to the Multi-

Field Search Mode.  Next I’m going to click on this arrow to expand the options for my limiters. 

I’ll put intervention in the first box and anxiety in the second box. 

For intervention, I’m going to use a search technique called truncation, by putting an asterisk at the end 

of the word.  The asterisk takes the place of a letter, or even multiple letters that could appear at the 

end of intervention.  This way, I can simultaneously search for intervention, and the plural, 

interventions.   

A few things I’d like to point out here.  The first is this connector drop down box, containing the words 

and, or, and not.  You wouldn’t want to use the connector Or in this situation, because then you’d be 

searching for articles with the words intervention or anxiety.  The connector Or is best used when you 

have synonyms, such as doctor Or physician, or, attorney Or lawyer.  Likewise, you wouldn’t want to use 

the connector Not.  An example of when to use Not would be if you were searching for articles on 

surfing the internet, but you keep getting results about surfing in the ocean.  In that case, you would put 

surfing in one box, change the connector to Not, and put ocean in the next box.  However, we want 

articles containing the words intervention or interventions And anxiety, so we’ll leave this connector on 

And. 

This drop down box chooses which search field Ovid Nursing Database uses to search for our keyword.  

You can force it to search for the word in just one field, such as the abstract of the article.  However, we 

want our search to be more broad than that, so we’ll leave this on All Fields.  That way we’ll be 

searching the title, abstract, subject headings, etc.   

Our assignment is to find evidence based interventions for anxiety.  You may have noticed that I did not 

enter the keywords evidence based in the search boxes.  That’s because the Ovid Nursing Database has 

indexed certain articles as being in the Point of Care category of Evidence-Based Healthcare.  That 
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means a professional indexer has determined those articles are about evidence based practice, which 

would be more focused than searching for those as keywords to appear in any search field.  Just click on 

the Evidence Based Healthcare limiter to select it.  You can also limit by publication date here if you like. 

This Full Text check box limits results to those articles that are available in full text in the Ovid Nursing 

Database.  If we check this box, we might eliminate some good articles that are indexed in the Ovid 

Nursing Database, but available in full text in some of our other databases.  So in order to perform a 

more comprehensive search, I’ll leave this box unchecked. 

Click on the Search button. 

This top section will display my search history.  You can see that by searching for the words intervention 

with an asterisk and anxiety in all fields we got over 4 thousand results.  By applying the Evidence Based 

Healthcare limiter, that brings the number of results down to over 15 hundred. 

On the right side, you will find the link to either the full text of the article in the Ovid Nursing Database, 

or this link that says “Get it from UNCW.”  This link will check for this article in our other databases and 

provide you with the full text if we have it. 

In this case, the full text of the article is available in the Science Direct Database. 

Let’s look at an example of one that’s available full text in the Ovid Nursing Database. 

I can just click here where it says Ovid full text. 

When we click down to the article level, notice all the tools on the right side of the page.  I can see the 

PDF version of the article.  I can e-mail the article to myself.  I can even generate the APA citation for the 

article.  One word of caution with any automated citation generator.  They are convenient, but they are 

not perfect.  For example, I notice right away that this citation is not formatted with the required 

hanging indent.  So, while the content may be fine, if you were to copy and paste this citation into your 

paper, it would lack the proper formatting.  Always check your citations with the official citation style 

manual. 

You’ll find the Ovid Nursing Database, as well as other helpful resources such as my contact information, 

and a link to additional video tutorials on the library nursing subject guide.  You can click on this link to 

open the subject guide:  https://library.uncw.edu/guides/nursing 
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