
Interdisciplinary Research  
 

Hi, I'm Stephanie Crowe, one of the librarians at Randall Library. In this class, you are expected to do interdisciplinary 
research, which is a little different than research you might have done in the past. In this tutorial, we will talk about 
some strategies for this type of research. 

Randall Library subscribes to hundreds of databases that can help you find articles in a variety of disciplines. We have so 
many databases, it can be hard to decide where to start. Even if you are doing interdisciplinary research, it can be 
helpful to begin by looking at what databases are recommended for different disciplines.   

Why? Because when we look at a topic from multiple points of view, we learn more about the topic and how different 
researchers study it. For example, if you are studying autism in elementary-aged children, you will find very different 
types of information in medical journals, education journals, and psychology journals. Which discipline or disciplines are 
the “best” for your topic may depend on the specific angle you plan to take with your research question or topic.  

To get a list of recommended databases for a particular discipline, go to “Find & Research,” “Subject & Course Guides,” 
and select your discipline. For instance, if one of the disciplines you are using for your research is Criminology, click on 
Criminology in this list. 

Many of the databases recommended will be discipline specific, only including results published in one or a few fields.   

For example, Criminal Justice Abstracts only includes results from criminal justice, criminology, and sociology publications. 
Some of Randall Library’s databases contain articles from multiple disciplines mixed together. In those databases you 
can often narrow down your search by discipline.  

For example, in the database JSTOR, you can narrow your results by discipline when entering your search (just scroll 
down) or when you are looking at results (use the filters along the left-hand side of the results).  

Other common interdisciplinary databases include: 

• library's main search box 
• Proquest Central 
• Academic Search Elite 

and more. 

In these other interdisciplinary databases, the option to filter by discipline may be also called: 

• Field 
• Discipline 
• Industry 

No matter where you find it, how can you determine if an article is in a particular discipline? 

Google the author to find their employment, research, and publications.  

Look at the title of the journal – it often identifies the discipline. IF it's not clear, you can Google the journal title; the 
journal's website will generally contain a description of the discipline or disciplines it covers. 

Look at the abstract and methodology within the article itself; they might provide clues about what disciplinary method 
they're using.  Or, talk to your instructor or a librarian. 


