
CRM 105 Research Tutorial 

Hi! I’m Stephanie Crowe, the Criminology librarian at Randall Library. In this short video, I will 

talk about ways that you can find reputable sources for your reflection papers for this class. But 

first of all, what does it mean for a source to be reputable? There are a few clues that will help 

you decide.  

[On-screen text: When was it published?] 

When was it published? Depending on whether your chosen topic has been in the news 

recently, you might want to make sure a source you’re considering is fairly up to date. 

[On-screen text: Check the headline or title] 

Check the headline or title. Does it seem like clickbait?  

[On-screen text: 10 Easy Ways to Get an A in CRM 105!] 

The more sensationalist or hard to believe something seems, the less likely it is that you will 

want to trust it for reputable information. Also, does it seem like it’s meant to convince you of 

something, or just to give you some information?  

[On-screen text: Informational or Argumentative?] 

The more opinion-based something seems, the less reliable it probably is. 

It’s always worth it to quickly Google the publication that your source is in. For example, this 

article about private prisons looks pretty legitimate on its surface. But, if you Google the Mises 

Institute, you’ll find out that one of its goals is to limit government.  



[On-screen text: "We seek a shift...away from statism and toward a private property order." 

(mises.org/about-mises)] 

So, this article was written from a very specific perspective. Does that make it a bad source? 

Not necessarily, but it’s good to be wary of sources that exist to promote specific ideas. 

Finally, check your own biases, and be cautious about relying solely on sources that confirm 

your own opinions.  

Now, I want to give you some suggestions for places you can go to start to find those sources. 

You can always use Google, of course, but Randall Library also has a couple of special databases 

that are particularly useful for this assignment. These are CQ Researcher, Opposing Viewpoints, 

and SIRS Knowledge Source. All three of these databases contain ready to go information on 

important issues in current events. I’m going to demonstrate CQ Researcher, but you can check 

all of these for useful information.  

Once you are in CQ Researcher, you can click on Browse Topics to find the category that your 

issue would be in. Probably for this class, a lot of your issues will be under Law and Justice. This 

is a list of all of the issue reports within Law and Justice. Since we’re using the example topic of 

private prisons, I’ll scroll down until I see the Sentencing and Corrections section. Within THAT 

list, the second topic is for-profit prisons.  

This report is a great detailed overview of the issue of for-profit prisons. Plus, when you scroll 

down to the bottom, you can see a really long list of citations that will lead you to additional 

sources on aspects of this topic.  



[On-screen text: Stephanie Crowe (Criminology Librarian) Email me: crowes@uncw.edu CRM 

105 Guide: lib.uncw.edu/crm105] 

If you need help finding sources or confirming their reliability, you are always welcome to get in 

touch with me! 

You can click anywhere on this page to get to the course guide for this class, which contains all 

three of the resources that I mentioned during this tutorial. 
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