
 

How to Find Foreign Language Films in Randall Library 
 

This video will help you find films in foreign languages in the Randall 
Library collections.  There are many DVDs, Blu-rays, and streaming videos 
in foreign languages, but it’s not always intuitive or easy to search for them. 

One way to search for films is to use our “Videos and DVDs” search page. 
From the Library homepage, click on “Find & Research,” and then “Videos 
& DVDs”. 

From the “Browse for Videos” section, select a foreign language from the 
drop-down menu in the “Foreign films by language” box.  If you select 
“Spanish” for instance, you will find hundreds of DVD, Blu-ray, & VHS films 
listed by the Library of Congress call number.  Please note these results do 
not include the Library’s streaming videos, which we will talk about how to 
find later in this video. 

By clicking on the linked call number, you will be taken to a Library Catalog 
record giving you more information about the film such as where it is 
located in the Library, whether or not it is “Available”, and a description of 
the film. 

To find streaming videos, or to search for foreign films by topic, you can 
search the Library Catalog directly by using the Advanced Keyword Search 
page.   Just click on “Search Library Catalog” on the library homepage, 
hover over “new search” in the upper left-hand corner, and then choose 
“Advanced Keyword.”  

From there, enter your search term (for example, “dance”). Before you click 
“search”, make the following changes:  

• Under “Location”, select both “eVideos" AND “Videos and Music" 
(hold down the ctrl key on your keyboard to select multiple options) 

• Under “Material Type”, select "Videorecording," and 
• Under “Language”, select "Spanish.” (or whatever language you 

would like to search) 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibcat.uncw.edu%2Fsearch%2FX&data=01%7C01%7Ccoatsl%40uncw.edu%7Cd0e28133cff7442045a708d82415bd87%7C2213678197534c75af2868a078871ebf%7C1&sdata=hrkmLywRLtgagR1gYOM%2F4uvbb59zhnRoljW5t08Csk4%3D&reserved=0


When you run your search, you will see the Spanish language films 
available from Randall Library.  Some will be DVDs, Blu-rays, or VHS 
tapes, and some will be streaming videos.  For example, when we click on 
this first result, "To Dance Like a Man", we can see it is a streaming video 
that can be watched online.  Meanwhile, "Cats Don't Dance" is available as 
a DVD at Randall Library. 

Sometimes you may notice that you have a lot of documentaries in the 
results.  If you are more interested in feature films, you can exclude those 
documentaries.  Just return to the “Advanced Search” screen in the Library 
Catalog by clicking “modify search” (near the top of your search results), 
then  

• add “Educational films” in one search box, and “Documentary films” in 
the other.   

• Next to each of those search boxes, change “Any field” to “subject."   
• Finally, change the “And" (above each) to “And Not.”   

Now when you run your search, more of the results will be feature films.  

Note that there may be items in our collection that are not indexed in our 
catalog as foreign language films.  Therefore, you may find more results by 
searching our individual streaming video databases (listed further down on 
the “Videos & DVDs” page), or by searching our Library Catalog with a 
search term like “Spanish”.  However, when you just search for “Spanish” in 
this way, notice that you will get a list of thousands of films, many of which 
are not actually in Spanish.  They may be about Spanish, or even just have 
Spanish in the title or description.  That’s why we recommend other search 
strategies first. 

As you can see, searching for foreign films is not an easy task, but 
hopefully this tutorial has helped get you started.  If you need further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the Library.  [on screen: Got 
questions? Ask a librarian. lib.uncw.edu/ask ] 

 

https://library.uncw.edu/ask

