
Welcome to Randall Library’s Locating journals, magazines, and newspapers tutorial. 
What is a periodical or serial? Periodicals or Serials are publications which are issues at 
regular intervals, such as newspapers, magazines, and journals. Let’s take a look at this 
example journal citation in MLA format. There are a couple main components you want 
to use when searching for a periodical. You want to look at the publication title, the year, 
and the page numbers. All the components are important, but you should be able to get 
by with those three main pieces. Also, when searching for periodical titles, be sure to 
exclude “A, And, and The” from the beginning of the periodical title. So for this example, 
the periodical title is Polar Biology. To search for a periodical title, you need to go to the 
library’s website library.uncw.edu, under find and research; search for; journals, 
magazines, newspapers. Type in your periodical title, into the search box and then click 
on Go. Here are the results for the Polar Biology journal. So let’s take a look at this 
record. As you can see there is electronic access available through Three different 
subscription databases. You can see the title of the database, and to the right of that you 
can see the years that the online full text is available. Secondly, down below you see 
UNCW Bound Periodical, that means we also have the title in print format. Below that 
you can see the volume and year, issues that we do have. Let’s look at the journal 
citation. You want to look at the year the article was published, and decide if we have 
access, what type of access do we have, is there online full text, or is it in print or other 
formats. If you need help, don’t hesitate to ask. Please contact the research help desk.  

 


