
Hello and welcome to this introductory tutorial about Randall Library’s online resources. 
My name is John Osinski and I am the Health and Human Services Librarian This video 
is meant to provide a basic overview of our website and to help you get started with your 
research. If you need additional help, please feel free to contact me at 
osinskij@uncw.edu. I will repeat my contact information at the end of this video. A good 
place to begin your research is at the Randall Library Homepage, which can be found at 
the library website or if you find yourself on the UNCW homepage there is a link to the 
library homepage here along the top. Our homepage is designed so that you can search 
through the library catalog, as well as our journal databases, in one easy step. If you are 
trying to research a topic, you may have formulated a question for your search. If you 
are a nursing student, you may have a PICO question that you want to answer. 
Whatever your topic, you can begin your search by entering the keywords from your 
question into the search box on the homepage. For example, let’s say your question is, 
“is buprenorphine and effective treatment for opioid addiction?” you wouldn’t type the 
whole question in the search box. Select what you feel are the key words and enter 
those. Buprenorphine effective treatment opioid addiction keywords entered in this box 
are searched in the library catalog, journal databases, as well as some other sources 
such as our digital collections. If you are writing a research paper, many times you will 
be required to have a certain number of scholarly sources. Your professor may use the 
term scholarly, academic, or peer-reviewed. For our purposes, these terms are 
interchangeable. As you can see on the results page, the scholarly articles are listed first 
in the upper left corner. As you can see on the results page, the scholarly articles are 
listed first in the upper left corner. In this case, there are over 5,000 results, with the first 
few titles listed here. Below this are the results from periodicals that are not peer-
reviewed, such as newspapers and popular magazines. There may be results in books, 
video games and music, government documents, or other resources in our collection. 
But for this assignment I only need a few peer-reviewed, or scholarly articles. So I click 
under the Scholarly Articles heading where it says, “See all 5,888 results.” These results 
are sorted by relevance, but you can change this setting and sort them by date. Notice, 
also, the series of filters in the left hand column. For this assignment, i want articles 
where the full text is available online, so I’ll check here. I also want to limit my search to 
articles published since 2015, so i’ll use this sliding scale. This brings my list of total 
results down to 1,672. Now i just have to click on the titles of the articles that I want. It’s 
important to note that these articles may be licensed through different database 
packages, so while the pages may look different the end result should be the same. That 
is, to get the full text of the article  Here if we scroll down, we see just the abstract and 
citation information for the article. So I’ll click on this button labeled Access Full Text. 
This connects me to the article which is in a database called CINAHL Plus from 
EbscoHost. This link will open the full text of the article in PDF format. From here, I can 
download the article, print it, or e-mail it to myself. Let’s go back and look at one more 
example. As you can see, the page looks slightly different than the last article from the 
CINAHL Plus database. As you scroll down the page, you’ll see the full text of this article 
is available in HTML format. Or, you can click on this link near the top of the page to 
download the PDF version. This database does not give you the option of e-mailing the 
article to yourself, however, once you open the PDF you can download or print it. Those 
are the basics to get you started. For additional nursing resources, you can check out 
the Nursing Subject Guide. From the library homepage, click on “Subject Specific 
Databases” here under the search button. Scroll down to Nursing, click on it, then click 
on the Nursing subheading. This page contains nursing and health science related 
resources, as well as my contact information. If you need help, send an email to 
osinskij@uncw.edu.  
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