
OpenStax is a nonprofit educational initiative that publishes high-

quality, peer-reviewed, openly licensed college textbooks. These 

textbooks (and supporting instructor resources) are absolutely free 

online from OpenStax.org. Students can read the textbook online or 

download a .pdf copy.  

However, sometimes you may want to offer your students an easier 

way to access the OpenStax textbook, one that is more closely 

integrated into the rest of your course content.   

Through Canvas (UNCW’s learning management system), you can 

quickly and easily import an OpenStax textbook directly into your 

course. This will allow you incorporate readings and activities from the 

textbook into the rest of your course content. 

To use an OpenStax textbook in your Canvas course, start by opening 

Canvas at uncw.instructure.com and logging in with your UNCW 

username and password. 

In the left-hand navigation, open “Commons.” If you have a specific 

OpenStax textbook in mind, you can search for it, or simply search 

“OpenStax” to see all of the available texts.  Just click on a title to see 

more details. 

As you can see, the OpenStax textbooks in Canvas Commons have a 

“creative commons” stamp, meaning they are completely free for you 

to use and modify, though they do ask that you attribute the creators. 

Before you import the textbook into your course, you can explore 

details of what is included, such as chapter modules, quizzes, and more.  

When you are ready to use an OpenStax textbook in your course, just 

select which course you want to use it in, and then click “Import into 

Course.” 



After importing the textbook, you can return to your Canvas course to 

see the material that has been imported and begin reorganizing, 

editing, or adding to it.  

Most of the OpenStax textbooks will use the “module” functionality to 

organize the textbook’s pages, quizzes, and other content in Canvas.  

They will also often include help files for you, the instructor.  

Using OpenStax textbooks through Canvas Commons is a fast, easy way 

to integrate open-access educational resources seamlessly into the rest 

of your course content. Don’t forget to also explore the multitude of 

other free content available through the Canvas Commons that can be 

used to enhance your class!  


