
Hi. This is Anne, I am one of the librarians at Randall Library. Here’s a quick overview of 
the search box on the Randall Library website. You already know how to search what we 
call “the free web” using a search engine like Google. But *this* single search box 
searches beyond what is available on the free web. It searches across multiple 
resources that the library subscribes to. You have access to these resources because 
you are a UNCW student, faculty, or staff member. You know those travel sites that let 
you search a bunch of other travel sites all at once? This is similar but for library uses. It 
searches the library catalog, hundreds of databases, the library’s website, and more. 
Searching is a lot like searching Google. You type in keywords relevant to your topic and 
you’ll see a list of results. Let’s say I’m looking for information about shark bites. I type in 
those keywords and I hit “Search.” These results will include books, videos, articles from 
scholarly journals, magazines, and newspaper articles, recommended databases, and a 
lot more! The results will be displayed in what is similar to a bento box. The results are 
grouped by the type of resource. So rather than a gigantic list (like a Google results list) 
you can quickly see the type of resource your search has retrieved. You can see that 
books are listed together, scholarly journals are listed together, and so on. This page is a 
starting point, to see all the results for your search click on “See All,” or you can use the 
“more options” link to refine your search. Keep in mind that this search box will typically 
return a lot of results. So if you aren’t finding what you are looking for, click on the “Help” 
in the upper right hand corner to get in touch with a librarian!  

 


