
THR 165  
 

Finding Articles (Database Searching) 

This tutorial will help you find articles about plays and playwrights in Randall Library databases.   

You may be familiar with Randall Library's quick homepage search.  This is a great general 
search tool to use when getting started on a research project, but for this class, and many 
others in Theatre, you are expected to find specific content (scholarly theatre sources) that 
require using more sophisticated library databases and research techniques. 

Let’s start from the Library homepage.  Select “Find Subject Guides” from under the main 
search box, and scroll down to Theatre, and select “Dramatic Heritage: Study and Analysis of 
Plays”. 

In the middle of that guide, you will find “Databases for Finding Peer Reviewed Articles”.  You 
can start by using the “Quick Article Search” box which has been limited to databases in our 
collection that have Theatre related sources.  

As an example, let’s search for the play Trifles by using the word “trifles”.  While you will get 
some results for Susan Glaspell’s play Trifles, there are thousands of items and you will notice 
that some of them are not about Glaspell’s play at all.  If we add “susan glaspell” to the search 
box at the top, this limits the search to a reasonable list that should be all on Glaspell’s play 
Trifles.   

If you want to be sure to only include scholarly sources, be sure to check “Scholarly & Peer-
Review" in the upper left-hand corner. This will exclude magazines and newspapers from your 
results, and only display scholarly sources.  

You can also search in individual databases that are suggested in a list under the “Quick Article 
Search” box.  For instance, if you click on “Project MUSE” and search for “trifles”, thousands of 
results come up, some of which are on Glaspell’s play.  However, using similar search 
techniques from the quick search, you can add “susan glaspell” to the search on the left-hand 
side under “Content” and the list will be more limited to Glaspell’s play. 

If you want to see more sources on the playwright, you can just search for “susan glaspell” and 
you will have more results, some of which might be on Trifles, but many others that are just 
discussing Glaspell as a playwright.   

Notice that this database doesn’t have the option to limit your results to scholarly peer-
reviewed articles; that is because most of the articles in this database are peer-reviewed. 
However, you may want to limit your results to articles, that way you don’t see any reviews in 
your results.  This is because book and play reviews are not considered scholarly sources.  



If you have a multi-word title, such as A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, you will 
see that searching for those words result in thousands of articles, many of which are not about 
the play at all.  In the case of a multi-word title, it is best to search for the title in quotations (“a 
streetcar named desire”) so that the database knows the words must all be together, in that 
order.  This will help find more relevant results and save you time.  

Hopefully, this tutorial has helped you with finding articles.  If you have questions, or cannot 
find what you need, please feel free to contact the Library. 


