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Finding Books (Searching the Library Catalog) 

This tutorial will help you find books about your play and playwright from the Randall Library 
collections. 

Let’s start from the Library’s homepage.  You may be familiar with Randall Library's quick 
homepage search.  This is a great general search tool to use when getting started on a research 
project, but a more direct way to search for materials such as books and eBooks from the 
Library’s collections is to use the Library Catalog. 

Under the quick search box, click on the button “Search Library Catalog”.  In the keyword 
search box, type in “trifles”.  You will notice a mix of sources, some of which are not about 
Susan Glaspell’s play Trifles such as the ebook Tremendous Trifles Essay.  However, there is an 
eBook version of the Glaspell play on this list.  When you click on the title, Trifles: A Play in One 
Act, you will see “Online Access” in the middle of the record, and you can click on “View ebook” 
to read the book online, download chapters, etc. 

A bit further down on the list, you will see a print book, Susan Glaspell: Her Life and Times.  This 
book is located in the library’s General Collection and is available to checkout.  There is a 
tutorial on “finding books by call number” later in the THR 165 Canvas module that goes into 
detail of how to locate print books on the shelf using the Library of Congress call number and 
the “Find It” button. 

For more books about Glaspell, search for “susan glaspell” in the keyword search box. There are 
ebooks and books on Glaspell that may or may not directly comment on Trifles, but you will 
also need to research the playwrights, and this is a good way to find them. 

If you don't find enough books about your play and/or playwright, search Worldcat.org to find 
some more.  WorldCat is a global database of books.  If you find a book in WorldCat that looks 
useful, but is not in the Randall Library collection, you can place an interlibrary loan request to 
have the item borrowed.  There is a tutorial on how to use ILL later in the THR 165 Canvas 
module, but if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Library. 


