
Once you arrive at the Randall Library homepage: library.uncw.edu, you can find many types of 
resources, including ebooks, by using the main search box. However, if you only want to see 
ebooks, the fastest way to do that is to open the “Find & Research” drop down menu, select 
“eBooks” and use the “Search for EBooks” search box. You can also see all of the ebook 
databases that you have access to- you can search all of these at once using the “search for 
ebooks” box.  
 
Let’s see what ebooks are available if I search for Chekhov. There are numerous results. To view 
one, I’ll click on the title and then click on “view ebook.” If you are off-campus, you’ll be 
prompted to login first using your uncw email and password. This item is from our Drama 
Online database, so I’ll just click “read play” to read it.  
 
Various ebooks may look different when opened because they are coming from different 
databases. For example, another item in our results is from ProQuest ebook central, In this 
database, we click on “read online” to open and read. Notice that you can search the book, 
browse by chapter, highlight, make notes, and more. 
 
But some of our ebook databases also allow you to download the ebooks so you can access them 
offline. For example, Springerlink ebooks are available for you to download in whole or by 
chapter.  That’s awesome, but not common… usually in our ebook databases if you want to 
download the ebook for offline use there are restrictions. 
 
For example, let’s return to that ebook we were looking at in ProQuest.  If you want to only 
download small pieces of the ebook, like a chapter, you can download them as .pdfs. If you 
download the whole book, it will only be for a limited check-out period. To enforce this, the 
ebook download will be a .acsm file, which has to be unlocked using a piece of free software 
called Adobe Digital Editions.  
 
If you plan to just read ebooks online, you can stop here. But, if you want to learn how to 
download ebooks for offline use and open them with Adobe Digital Editions, keep watching this 
video.  
 
On screen is a clickable link to pause this video and download and install the Adobe Digital 
Editions software.This link will also be available again at the end of this video. Just a reminder 
that Adobe Digital Editions is completely free. You will also need a free Adobe ID – click on the 
on-screen link now to create an Adobe account. Again, this link will be available at the end of 
the video as well. Feel free to use your UNCW email address to create this Adobe account, but 
for security reasons, don’t use the same password that you use for UNCW accounts.  
 
Now, once you have installed the Digital Editions software and created an Adobe ID, you can 
double-click on an .acsm file to open the ebook in Adobe Digital Editions. A pop-up may appear 
asking you to authorize the computer by logging in with your Adobe ID. If it does not appear, 
click “help,” “authorize computer,” and then login.  The .ascm file you downloaded will 
automatically lock itself and no longer work at the end of your checkout period. You will have to 
return to the library catalog, open the ebook, and re-check it out to continue reading it.  
 

https://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions/download.html
https://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions/download.html
https://accounts.adobe.com/


You can also use Adobe Digital Editions to load the ebook onto another device, like a tablet, 
phone, or ereader (unfortunately, Amazon Kindles do not allow you to load library ebooks). Just 
plug your device into your computer, and it will appear in Digital Editions, so you can 
drag’n’drop the ebook into it. If you are using a tablet or smartphone, you may need to install an 
Adobe Digital Editions compatible ereading app on your device. There are several available in 
both the iOS and Android app stores. Bluefire Reader is one example. 
 
As always, Randall Library is here to help if you have any questions. For technical questions 
related to installing Adobe Digital editions on your computer, you may also want to refer to 
TAC. 
 
download the Adobe Digital Editions software. 
create an Adobe account.  
 

 

https://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions/download.html).
https://accounts.adobe.com/

